
 
 

6th District Congressional Candidate Angus McQuilken blasts NOAA for 
delays in fishing industry aid 

Calls for appointment of special master at NOAA to lead implementation of COVID-19 aid 
program for the fishing industry 
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Beverly, MA—6th District Democratic Congressional Candidate Angus McQuilken today 
criticized the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for unacceptable 
delays in the implementation of the COVID-19 aid program for the fishing and fish processing 
industry that the agency is charged with implementing.  The CARES Act, passed by Congress on 
March 27th, 2020, included a $300 million aid program for the fishing industry, a key employer 
in the 6th Congressional District.  To date the agency has failed to even announce the opening of 
an application process for the aid, let alone receive and review proposals, and no aid has been 
distributed. 
 
“Closed restaurants mean no market for those who make their living from the ocean,” said 
McQuilken.  “The emergency aid in the CARES Act is needed now, not months or years from 
now.  Since the CARES Act was passed the Small Business Administration figured out how to 
open and accept applications, and award $350 billion in loans to small businesses across the 
nation.  NOAA hasn’t even figured out the application process for their aid program, or set a date 
when applications will be accepted.  The Agency needs to set aside the bureaucracy and get this 
done.  That’s why I have called for the appointment of a special master at NOAA to take charge 
of the immediate implementation of this critical aid program.” 
 
 In a comprehensive economic recovery proposal for the region that he released last week, 
McQuilken called for the doubling of aid for the fishing industry to $600 million, and the 
appointment of a special master to oversee and expedite implementation of the program. 
 



“The $300 million in aid that has been appropriated thus far is not nearly enough to support 
economic recovery in the fishing industry across America,” said McQuilken.  “Congress should 
double this aid in the next round of economic recovery legislation.” 
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